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Abstract

In Islam, a predominant global religion, there is a significant emphasis on aiding the
poor and supporting the homeless and needy. Islam consistently encourages its
followers to engage actively in activities that are beneficial to society. This research
aims to investigate the motives behind people helping others. For this purpose, three
motives, religious, human and financial, have been considered as possible motives for
the occurrence of benevolent behaviours. The research adopts an applied-
developmental approach and employs an experimental method with a 3x2x2 factorial
design, including the type of behavioral stimulus (religious, philanthropic, financial),
the type of product granted (food, health), and group norms (presence of others,
absence of others). A total of 12 scenarios were utilized, collecting data through a
scenario-based questionnaire incorporating text and images. Thirty statistical samples
were selected from the student population using the available sampling method. Data
analysis involved the use of the MANOVA test. The study's results indicate that
religious motivations are more influential in Iran compared to other motivational
stimuli, emphasizing the significance of religion as a moral value in people’s beliefs.
Additionally, the research conducted during the Coronavirus outbreak revealed that
charitable activities related to health products were more effective than those related
to food products, with more people willing to donate health items like masks.
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